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The 1794 Cents 


The American Numismatic Society collection represents an 
unparalleled opportunity to study the obverse-reverse method 
of designation commonly employed for 1794 cents. This pro¬ 
gression of dies was classified in its final form by William H. 
Sheldon, author of Penny Whimsy. The content of this booklet 
is based on the information contained in Dr. Sheldon’s book. 

Edward Maris was the first person to classify and publish a 
comprehensive study on the 1794 large cents. Although his 
fifteen-page pamphlet was rendered obsolete by later 
discoveries of new varieties, one aspect of his compilation that 
will always be of interest is the colorful descriptions assigned 
to the obverses of the 1794 large cents such as the Plicae, 
Pyramidal Head, Patagonian, and Trephined Head. These are 
true reflections of a physician and a gentleman educated in the 
Classics. Sheldon, also a physician, probably enjoyed these 
descriptions as much as anyone and made reference to them 
in Penny Whimsy 

The core of the ANS holdings in 1794 cents is the George 
H. Clapp Collection, acquired in the late 1940s. The Clapp Col¬ 
lection is essentially complete: every collectible die combina¬ 
tion is represented here, along with three of the six excessive¬ 
ly rare-to-unique non-collectible varieties. In addition, pro¬ 
gressive die deterioration may be tracked across coins of specific 
Sheldon varieties as exhibited in the Clapp collection. In short, 
the collection is probably the most detailed accumulation of 
numismatic material ever assembled for a single year of 
American coinage. There are 167 coins dated 1794, a figure 
which includes the many die break variations of the 39 obverses 
and 37 reverses. The benefits for numismatic education are 
great. 
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Obverse 1. Wide Straight Date; Tilted 4 Variety 

Features: Horizontal date with the base of the numbers on 
a straight line; lowest lock of hair is very thick and 
prominent. 

Reverse A. 

Features: Both ribbons completely miss the ribbon knot; 8 
berries on left branch, 7 on right. 

Sheldon 17 has the edge device ONE HUNDRED FOR A DOLLAR 
followed by a leaf. S.17a has the leaf pointing down as the edge 
device of 1793; S.17b has the leaf pointing up as subsequent 1794 
edge devices. 

Obverse 2. Double Chin 

Features: Pronounced double chin; head in rounded high 
relief. 

First die to show the curved date. 
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SHELDON 19, 20, 21 



Obverse 2. See Slide 1 
Reverse B. Ugly Tooth Reverse 

Features: Long, heavy denticles, with sharp points; 8 berries 
on left branch; legend so close to border that several 
letters almost touch. 

Henry Chapman used to say, “Whoever owns a nice Hays 2 [S. 19] 
has the foundation for a good collection.” 

Obverse 3. Exact Head of 1793; Straight Head; Close Straight 
Date 

Features: Numbers closely spaced and close to bust. 

The last Head of ’93 die. Like obverse 2, it is a close replica of the 
1793 obverse 12. The date on obverse 3 differs from that of obverse 
1 in that it is closer to the bust and slants upward. 

Obverse 4. The Sans Milling; Flat Pole 

Features: Edge denticles not complete (hence “Sans Milling”); 

pole shows behind Liberty head and is flat at base. 

With Obverse 7, this is considered the most beautiful 1794 die. 
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Obverse 5. Bent Lock; Large Flan Variety 

Features: Liberty has 9 locks of hair; tip of the sixth one from 
the bottom is bent sharply downward. 

Reverse C. 

Features: Left ribbon appears to be severed from the knot; 

numerator nearly rests on fraction bar; final 0 of the 
denominator is high. 

Mounds usually show on the upper part of the reverse, due to die 
swelling. 
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SHELDON 23, 24 



Obverse 6. Standless 4 Variety 

Features: A crack runs from the border along top of the cap, 
across Liberty’s head and down along her jaw, to end 
of pole and thus to the border. 

Obverse almost always struck from shattered dies. 

Obverse 7. Scarred Head 

Features. Note small depression in the hair below ear at back 
of neck. 


Liberty has always reminded this writer of a baseball player chew¬ 
ing a plug. 

Reverse D. 

eatures. Right ribbon appears separate from the bow above 
us knot; it is noticeably higher than left ribbon; 
numerator of fraction is very long, touching fraction 
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HELDON 25, 26 



Reverse E. 

Features: Center dot is attached to left upright of N of CENTS. 

Reverse F. 

Features: A major break passes from the first S of STATES to 
the C of CENT; the O in OF always has a short curv¬ 
ed horn projecting from its left side. 

Obverse 8. Separated Date 

Features: Distance between digits 7 and 9 is large; two severed 
hair strands in Liberty’s hair. 
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SHELDON 27, 28 



Obverse 9. Buckled Die Variety 

Features: Always seen with a faint bulge or ridge running from 
border to border through the fifth hair lock along the 
jaw to the border. 

On some specimens, the bulge has become a visible die break. 

Obverse 10. Ornate Variety 

Features: Locks end in a vertical line; bust set high, almost 
touching denticles. 

Sheldon described Liberty as having an exhuberant look. Chapman 
said the hair on this variety was the most carefully treated of any 
of the 1794s. 

Reverse G. 

Features: 6 berries on each branch; the upper berry on left 
branch is minute. 
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SHELDON 29, 30 



Reverse H. Long Tailed Reverse 

Features: Both the right ribbon end and the R in AMERICA 
have long, pointed tails; a die break from the rim 
through R to wreath is usually present. 

Obverse 10. See Slide 6 

Obverse 11. Amiable Face; Marred Field 

Features: The lowest lock of Liberty’s hair is double and very 
heavy; note protrusions in the left obverse field. 

The first of the marred fields. 
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Obverse 12. Second Marred Field 

Features: Obverse shows breaks or chips in the field similar 
to those on obverse 11; here, however, they are larger 
and more developed. 

Reverse I. 

Features: Fraction bar is the longest found in the entire 1794 
series. 
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SHELDON 32, 33, 34 






Reverse J. 

Features: Short fraction bar which does not extend complete¬ 
ly across the denominator; always struck a little off 
center to the right. 

Reverse K. Spoked Wheel Variety; Six-Spoke Reverse 

Features: Die breaks form the spokes of a wheel; die is 
raised at center so that ONE CENT is obliterated. 

Reverse L. Misplaced Bow with Single Berry 

Features: Single berry adjacent to left side of bow; lowest leaf 
points to (and nearly touches) the left foot of A in 
AMERICA; loops of ribbon bow miss the knot. 

Obverse 13. Venus Marina Die; Upturned Locks Variety 

Features: Liberty’s hair ends in 8 long locks of which the fifth 
from the bottom is double; hair locks immediately 
above and below the double lock turn upward (this 
is characteristic). This obverse found with a rim break 
over LI of LIBERTY which gradually becomes more 
pronounced. 

Liberty has especially luxuriant hair. 
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Obverse 14. Frossard Variety; Delicate Lower Lock 

Features: Struck from a shattered die; hair ends in 7 slender, 
well-separated locks; lowest lock is very thin. 

This variety was discovered by Edouard Frossard. 

Obverse 15. Crowded Date 

Features: Head of Liberty is low, crowding the date, which 
is thus very close to the border; end of the bust ap¬ 
pears to rest on the 4, and the stand of that number 
almost touches the border. 

Reverse L. See Slide 9 
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Obverse 15. See Slide 10 

Obverse 16. Steigerwalt Variety; Distant 1 Variety 
Features: Large space between 1 and 7 in date; small 7. 
Rarest, and the key of the collectible 1794 cents. 

Obverse 17. Third Marred Field 

Features: Single lower hair lock; left field shows a progressive 
development of die chips or breaks. 

Reverse M. 

Features: Single berry left, adjacent to the bow, as on reverse 
L ; here, however, the lowest leaf on right points to 
C in AMERICA. 




Slide 11 


SHELDON 39, 40, NC-2 



Reverse N. 

Features: Large denticles; ribbon ends are extremely far apart. 

This reverse shows the largest denticles seen on any 1794 cent. 
Reverse O. Sprung Reverse Die 

Features: Right ribbon terminates in a line which is actually 
an engraver’s slip. 

ONE CENT is likely to be obliterated on worn speciments due to 
“sprung” die. 

Reverse P. Fatal Break Variety 

Features: Die badly broken from the border above E in 
UNITED, through D in UNITED along the bottom of 
ST in STATES, and upward over the top of A in STATES. 

Reverse die P is completely crumbling; Sheldon states that the MS-60 
coin, now in the ANS and used as the cover illustration for this 
slide set, was surely the last struck from this die. 

Obverse 17. See Slide 11 


Slide 12 



SHELDON 41, 42 
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Reverse Q. 

Features: Heavy border with short, rounded denticles; 7 
minute berries on right side of wreath. 

Sheldon classifies the reverse by its tiny berries. 

Reverse R. Weak OF Reverse 

Features: Struck a little weakly in the upper right portion so 
that OF is always indistinct; at times, a die break over 
the A in STATES is visible. 

Obverse 18. Abrupt Hair Variety 

Features: Two short locks of hair end abruptly, one on either 
side of the pole. 
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SHELDON 43, 44 



Reverse R. See Slide 13 
Reverse S. 

Features: Extra large berry opposite C in CENTS; a berry is 
also directly under left upright of M in AMERICA. 

Obverse 19. Short Bust Variety 

Features: Hair ends in 7 short, fine locks of equal thickness. 

Like obverses 2, 3, 4, 7, 21, 22, and 23, obverse 19 lacks the loop 
at the back part of the bust. 
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SHELDON 45, 46 



Reverse T. 

Features: A “berry” directly in the left loop of the bow; in 
reality this is not a berry but an injury to the die. 

Reverse U. Crossed E Reverse 

Features: Heavy short break crosses the E of CENT which is 
diagnostic. 

Obverse 20. “The Plicae” (a reference to the 5 separate heavy 
braids of hair which point out in an unusual manner). 

Features: In addition to the braids of hair, this obverse, by the 
time it is married to reverse U, can always be recog¬ 
nized by a die crack that starts at the third denticle 
to left of the pole and runs across the bust to the hair. 
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SHELDON 47, 48 
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Reverse V. 

Features: 6 berries on the left and right branch of wreath with 
4 berries on the inside on each branch; bow is to left 
of CENT, thus giving a skewed effect. 

Reverse W. 

Features: 94 tiny 5-pointed stars around the border in be¬ 
tween the denticles. 

Henry C. Chapman discovered this variety with Maris present. It 
is a highly sought-after numismatic prize. 

Obverse 21. Young Head; Braided Upper Locks Variety. 

Features: Upper two locks of Liberty’s hair are braided and 
the third lock from the top is severed, leaving a por¬ 
tion of the hair disconnected; short bust. 
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SHELDON 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54 



Obverse 21. See Slide 16 

Obverse 22. 

Features: Short bust; detached lower lock; lowest lock of 
Liberty’s hair is completely detached and seems not 
to follow the pattern of the hair which is diagnostic. 

Obverse 23. 

Features: Locks of hair are much longer and seem to have a 
wind-blown effect. 

Obverse 24. Coquette Head 

Features: Very hard-looking face; large space between the 1 
and 7 in date. 

Obverse 25. Severed Sixth Lock 

Features: Sixth lock of hair from top is severed with its tip 
seeming to float in space. 

Obverse 26. Crooked 7 Variety 

Features: 7 in the date leans to right; uppermost lock points 
into the cap; A in STATES is crooked. 
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SHELDON 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54 (corn.) 


Reverse X. Closed Wreath Variety 

Features: Two uppermost leaves of the branches touch and 
create a closed circle. 

Reverse X was referred to by Sheldon as the “tough old lady of big 
cents," outlasting 6 obverses: S-49 - S-54. When they retired the 
“old lady” from use the die still had not acquired any breaks. 


SHELDON 55, 56 



Reverse Y. 

Features: Berries cut in high relief and extremely large, which 
is diagnostic. 

Reverse Z. Office Boy Reverse 

Features: TA in STATES is joined at bottom; AM in AMERICA 
is too widely spaced; N in ONE had to be recut; two 
knots in the bow; short fraction bar sloping up to 
right. 

These are just some of the mistakes which Sheldon refers to in his 
book Penny Whimsy, and which led Clapp to refer to the die as 
Office Boy. 

Obverse 26. See Slide 17 
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Obverse 27. Pyramidal Head Variety; Button Variety 

Features: Small depression at end of cap (which looks like 
a button) due to die cutter’s slip; hair follows an angle 
running from the neck to the top of the head, giving 
a pyramid effect. 

Reverse AA. 

Features: 2 berries to left of bow which is diagnostic; lower 
berry merges with the bow while the second berry 
is very close to touching the bow; 7 berries on each 
branch, 4 on the inside and 3 on the outside. 
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SHELDON 58, 59 



Reverse BB. 

Features: Right ribbon end emerges from top of knot and is 
much closer to a stem than is the left ribbon end. 

Reverse CC. 

Features: Left side of ribbon bow is double cut. 

Usually found struck on thick planchets. 

Obverse 28. Many Haired Variety. 

Features: Date very wide and curving, with the 1 ex¬ 
tremely near the rich, thick hair. 
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SHELDON 60, 61 



Reverse DD. Edgewise Leaf Reverse 

Features: Right leaf of lowest inside pair is shown in profile 
and appears as a line, which is diagnostic. 

Reverse EE. Short Right Stem Reverse 

Features: Short right stem of wreath. 

Obverse 29. Patagonian Obverse; Square Forelock Variety 

Features: Thick hair; very close date, with very compact 
digits; second and third hair strands have the ap¬ 
pearance of a bird’s open beak. 
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Obverse 30. Trephined Head 

Features: Distinct depression in the hair at the back of the 
head; lowest lock of hair is extremely stubby, heavier 
than on any other 1794 obverse die; second and third 
lock suggest a serpent’s open mouth. 

Maris reached deep into his bag of medical terms to name this die. 

Reverse EE. See Slide 21 
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SHELDON 63 



Obverse 31. Fallen 4 Obverse; Drunken Die Cutter Obverse 

Features: The 4 in the date appears low, but, in fact, it is the 
9 which is too high. 

Reverse FF. 

Features: Long fraction bar connects with end of right rib¬ 
bon; heavy, coarse denticles; R in AMERICA has a long 
tail. 

There are only two other reverses (H and W), where the long-tailed 
R occurs. 
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SHELDON 64, 65 



Reverse GG. Missing Fraction Bar Variety 

Features: Numerator and denominator are not separated by 
a bar which is diagnostic. 

Reverse HH. 

Features: Right stem reaches less than half of the way 
between ribbon and right foot of final A in AMERICA; 
upper of the 2 berries at left loop of bow has much 
larger diameter than the lower. 

Obverse 32. Shielded Hair Obverse 

Features: High rim on left side which protects hair from wear; 

milling on the left side is deep and heavy, but in¬ 
variably weak on the right. 
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SHELDON 66, 67, 68, 69 



Obverse 33. Split Pole Variety 

Features: Usually shows a die crack running from the border 
parallel with the pole; distance large between the 1 
and the 7 of the date. 

Obverse 34. Marred Hair and Cheek 

Features: Hair in 5 locks, very coarse and heavy, bottom lock 
in circular curl; clash marks on hair and cheek. 

The first of the “Heads of ’95” struck in low relief. Maris refers 
to the features on the last of the 1794 dies as Roman Plicae—the 
grimly staring look associated with some classical sculpture. 

Obverse 35. 

Features: A bisecting die crack, characteristic of all known 
specimens, runs diagonally across the head from 
border to border. 

Obverse 36. 

Features: Circle formed by lowest curl of hair has a smaller 
diameter than the one seen on obverse 34. 

Reverse II. 

Features: Double leaf under O in OE 

On all other reverses except II and JJ, the leaf cluster is triple. 
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SHELDON 70, 71 



Obverse 36. See Slide 25 

Obverse 37. 

Features: Lowest curl of hair forms a large circle similar to 
the one on obverse 34, but larger still; three short lines 
cross the bridge of the nose to the eye, due to die 
injury. 

Reverse JJ. 

Features: Double leaf under the O in OF as reverse II; cluster 
of 3 leaves under the D in UNITED. 
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SHELDON NC-3, 72 



Obverse 38. 

Features: 5 braided locks as are always present on the 1795 
Heads; the 1 in the date almost touches the lower lock 
of Liberty’s hair which is diagnostic; the 4 flowing 
locks are the same length: an imaginary vertical line 
would pass throught the tips of all four. 

Obverse 39. Exact Head of 1795 

Features: Lowest lock is nothing more than a stub, precurs¬ 
ing the obverse dies of 1795- 

Reverse KK. 

Features: Triple leaf under O in OF; double leaf under D in 
UNITED. 
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